Inhibition of blastic transformation and immunoglobulin release in lymphocytes cultured in the presence of alpha-fetoprotein (AFP).
Blastic transformation of phytohemagglutinin-stimulated lymphocytes in cultures containing various concentrations of homogenous alpha-fetoprotein (AFP) was studied. It was found that AFP in concentrations of 4-12 microgram/ml inhibits both blastic transformation and immunoglobulin release (IgA, IgG) in lymphocyte cultures. It is suggested that AFP plays an important role in immunoregulation during the fetal life.